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STORY THUS FAR 



I n the early 21 st century, an apocalypse 
turned fertile lands into deserts and brought 
human civilization to its knees. Control of 
Japan passed into the hands of tyrannical 
kings. 300 years later, a new hope was born. 

At the birth of a rebel chieftain’s twins, 
the blind prophet Nagi predicted, "This is a 
child of destiny, one who will grow to lead 
the people and be the light in the sky of our 
nation’s future.” The people of Byakko Village 
placed their hopes in their Chieftain’s son 
Tatara and raised him as the “Boy of Destiny”. 

With the tyrannical Ukon XV ruling 
Japan through his ruthless sons, a better 
tomorrow can only be achieved by means of 
strife and bloodshed. When the “Boy of 
Destiny” is killed by the Red King’s forces, it 
is up to his twin sister to secredy take up his 
sword and fulfill the prophecy of their birth. 
Sarasa must lead her people in her brother’s 
name or all will be lost. 

Sarasa’s daring plan to retrieve the ances¬ 
tral Byakko sword from the Red King’s 
Lighthouse Fort ends in triumph, though the 
Red King succeeds in wounding her. While 
nursing her wound at a hot spring, Sarasa 
meets a young man named Shuri, who is 
actually the Red King. They discover a bud¬ 
ding mutual attraction, each unaware of the 
other’s true identity. 

During a mission to seek aid from their 
allies in Ochiori Valley, some of the people of 
Byakko Village are captured by the Red King’s 
men. Despite her accomplishment at 
Lighthouse Fort, Sarasa’s attempt to rescue her 
people en route to the slave camps of Kyoto 
ends in a disaster, costing her the lives of 
more loved ones. 

After this terrible lesson, Sarasa is unable 
to continue putting others at risk. Alone, she 
follows her late grandfather’s last instructions, 
heading to Sakurajima in Kyushu to search for 
allies. But between Sarasa and Kyushu lies Suo 
City, capital of the Red King! 



Sarasa (disguised as Tatara) 

When Sarasa and her twin brother Tatara were born, 
a prophecy was made. “This is a child of destiny, 
one who will grow to lead the people and be the 
light in the sky of our nation’s future.” The people 
of Byakko Village assumed Tatara was the “Boy of 
Destiny,” and Sarasa grew up mosdy in his shadow. 
When the Red King’s forces kill Tatara, Sarasa takes 
up her brother’s name and fights in his guise, not 
realizing that she is the real Child of Destiny. Only 
visits to hot springs offer Sarasa the privacy to 
indulge her true identity. There, she has met a curi¬ 
ous young man named Shuri, who has become her 
only oudet for being completely herself. 



The Red King 

Youngest of the King of Japan’s four sons, only a privi¬ 
leged few call him by his name-Shuri. In charge of the 
Midwest, Shikoku, and Kyushu, it is up to him to take 
care of the potential threat of the “Boy of Destiny.” A 
ruthless but effective ruler, he crushes those who oppose 
him. The destruction of Byakko Village is just one in a 
long list of rebel groups he has suppressed. Ignorant of 
her secret identity and hiding his own, Shuri’s interac¬ 
tions with Sarasa reveal hints of a complex, unhealthy 
family history and his desire to unite Japan in peace. 



Ageha 

Capable of staying the hand 
of a King and arranging for 
1000 head of cattle on 
short notice, this mysteri¬ 
ous desert nomad seems to 
be extremely informed and 
influential. Ageha lost his 
left eye when the Red King 
blinded it as payment for 
his rescue of 12-year-old 
Sarasa. Now, he is “Tatara’s” 
slightly mercenary ally. 
Ageha uses his owl com¬ 
panion, Kagero, to carry 
messages to his contacts. 



Nagi 

Extremely wise, Nagi 
is the blind prophet 
who declared the 
prophecy at the birth 
of Tatar a and Sarasa. 
Nagi is also a priest, a 
doctor and a teacher, 
and he has educated 
Sarasa despite others 
who questioned the 
wisdom of teaching 
so much to a girl. 













General Kazan 

The Red King’s military leader, General 
Kazan’s loyalty is as fierce as his sword. 
While louder and less sophisticated than 
his King, General Kazan would not hold 
his position if he were not an educated, 
reliable, tactically astute man. 


Asho 

An advisor to the 
Red King, he is 
plainly not as blind- 


A \ 1 1 7/ 

^ Kazan. 


Sarasa’s mother 


The Red King captured her along with other vil¬ 


lagers after the death ofTatara and her husband, 

Byakko Village’s Chief. She was badly abused by 

\ \ ' 

the Red King’s men until General Kazan “res¬ 

\\ f A1 

cued” her. Intent on killing herself, once she 

A V \ 

learned Sarasa was alive and carrying on in 

s 

Tatara’s name, she became determined to survive. 




Yato 

An exceptionally fast 
horse, this proud 
stallion was Tatara’s 
steed, and Tatara was 
his only rider. Now 
that Sarasa has taken 
on her brother’s 
name, she must care 
for his horse, but the 
headstrong Yato has 
yet to accept her as 
his master. 



Hisha 

A fast and endur¬ 
ing runner, Hisha 
is from Ochiori 
Valley, and his peo¬ 
ple are allies of 
Byakko Village. His 
speed makes him 
the perfect choice 
to act as messenger 
between “Tatara” 
and others. 






























KNOW 
YOU HATE 



/ ...BUT V 
/ COULD you 
WALK JUST A 
LITTLE / 
FURTHER ? 7 / 

























/ANNUAL 
TOUR OF 
ml /KAPAi/n 
l BUTTeR- 
\ \\ FU/ AND 
% \ HER (5 
t DANCERS. 







KYUSHU... DO YOU 
HAVE A 


THEYREl 
DESPER' 
ATE TO 
FIND 
TATARA. 


"**?'*' THEY'LL 
THEY LL 1 NEVER 
AT/44YOU get K 
IF THEY wmA , 
HEAR THAT\ 

IN THIS V 












/ \ 

*7 madam 


/ BUTTERFLY 


J AND HER 

WE’RE 
BACK ' 
AGAIN! 

K TROUPE! 

\ L 





























YOU ALL 
I RIGHT, 



HE 

GAVE ME 
WHIPLASH! 















g i youR l 

HIGHNESS 
) HE \ ALLOWED 
f OE- TATARA TO 
MANDS ESCAPE. , 
THAT YOU / 

V FORFEIT V / 

yoUR 

LANDS... rf 


THE RED PALACE 


' ...AND 
RETURN 
TO KYOTO 
AT ONCE! 


MAJESTY I 
EXPRESSES 
AN6ER... 1 


CAN'T 
HEAR A 
WORD 
SINCE, I’M 
AFRAID. 


C£ W 


































SERVES VOU RIGHT. 
























THERE you 

I Cl? / SAID 

/you CAN ((P\ 

/ 1)0 \tS 

ANVTH1NG! j|&\ 

m- ® 


f THERE 
IS ONE 
WAY 
OTHER 
THAN 


/ THIS 1 
ONE'S THE 
RUNT AND 
CAN'T GET 
ANY FOOD, i 



WASN'T ifK, 

I JUST MgS 

-5 scrAP sr^QjM), 


NO M 

CHILD \, 
SHOULD VTj 


® JUST 
%; LIKE 

me: 




(S®/ 


MY OWL 
KAGERO 
MADE A 
FAMILY. 


THERE'S \ 
NOTHING' 
THE 

PARENTS 
CAN DO. 












UZ> ruh r\ 

WHILE, 
CATHERINE 
INFOR- ) 
MATION. / 


THEY'RE \ 
PLANNING 
TO INVADE - 
THIS / 
COUNTRY 1 
SOMEDAY. / 


SEE 
THERE? 
THAT'S 
^ A 
FOREIGN 
SHIP. 


/ DO YOU 
I KNOW WHY 
1 THERE 

WAVES? 















THAT’S 

WHAT 

J TATARA 
SAID! 


THAT 
FOOL, 
KING UKON, 
[ THINKS HE 
CAN MAKE 
PEACE 
\ WITH 
/ THEM. 


BATTLE¬ 

SHIP... 


NOW 
THAT I’M 
HERE, I / 
MIGHT AS / 
WELL GO/ 
FOP A I 

swim.M 


THIS < 
/ COUNTRY 
1 > CANT 
I' DEFEND 
ITSELF WITH 
ITS OLD , 
WAYS. $ 


...THE \ 

red i; 

KING IS 
SECRETLY 
BUILDING 
A BATTLE¬ 
SHIP TO 
REPEL 1 
THEM. 


SOONER 

OR 

LATER, 
WE'LL ' 

be : 

INVADED^ 


MUST 
APOLO¬ 
GIZE, 
v YOU 
LOST 
l YOUR 
1 EYE... 



























ALWAYS 


.WEAK. 


...ON THE 
DAY I CUT 
MY HAIR... 


...EVEN 
THOUGH I 1 
^ TOLD 1 
MYSELF... 


...THAT 
[LWOULQ^ 
3 LIVE AS' 
TATARA_ 




































INTRODUCE 

KICHO 









...CONSIDER 
THIS AN 
INVESTMENT 
IN YOUR 
FUTURE j 
SUCCESS. I 
















SHINBASHI, 
GO BACK TO 
yOUR FAMILY. 


TAT/ARA! 




















TINY TAM-TAM TIME(§)T X 
A 9 e MAGI 

unknown 

(He could be older ban you UiinkJ | | 

No one knows How long he's been 
around or how long he'll shag. (TEACH 

maybe he'll be around -forever. ' 3 


SARASA’S 

JOURNEY 


(f^ 

,i\ 



iLs 

J] 

1 IhKsC 


He's strangely popular, 
but I knouu there s 
more to him than 
meets the eye... 

(REALLV?) e> 

_ TAhis 


''Lighthouse Fort Ochiori Valley 

Tsuyan®=^_. ^ 

- Byakko Village^ 

——1 r -~ / \ r-^-n 


KYUSHU 


SHIKOKU 


















































































I ANIMAL 




































HOW FAR 
HAVE I 

coma? 


BUT WHY? 


BY who; 
















»||pi 

llll 

■P*J^ I 



























THEF 
ISN( 
DAR 
VOICX 
' ALL 
-THING 


-OR IF 
'HERE 
VERE, 
THAT 
/OULD 


PUT A 
SREEN 
\ARK ON 
WHAT 

you 

IEED TO 

KNOW 

ETTER... 


PUT 
MAP 
■WHA 
SHC 
DO f 












































...MUST 
GET TO 
K/USHU... 


...TO 

SUZAKU 

VILLAGE.. 


...TO 

FIND 

FRIENDS. 

























>z 






























...AND 
QUIETLY 
BUILT A 
VILLAGE. 


ONE OF 
OUR MEN 
WAS IN 
LEAGUE... 


...WITH 
THE / 
KING. 


WE 

WILL 

FIGHT '/I 
AGAIN! / 


I WAS 
TAKEN 
PRISONER.. 





























UNDERNEATH 
A CHERRY 
TREE. 














MOTHER'S 

WOMBS. 


...SWAM 

ONCE... 


you 

CAN 

SWIM. 





























































DID you 
COME TO 
MEET 
TATARA!? 

























HE MUST 
BE 

GOING 

TO 

SUZAKU 

VILLAGE. 


fiuveu^t 


...AND HAVE A 
SERIOUS TALK 
ABOUT OUR 
COUNTRY'S 
FUTURE. 











THE roval SEAL. 


he RED KMVS audience chamber. 







































































HE 15 NO 
ORDINARY 
MAN. 


5HURI, 

IF TATARA'S 
GONE TO 
KYUSHU, 
THERE MAY BE 
AN EA5Y WAY 
TO FIND HIM. 



/ 

YOU 

"LIKE A 
MOTH TO 
THE FLAME." 

KNOW 
THE OLD 
SAYING 


r 






























DID you 
EAT?’ 
YOU HAVE 
TO EAT, 


WANT 

you TO 

BRING 
'HEM TO 
>AZAIFU. 


CALL 

YOURSE 

TATAF 

AND 

GATHE 

MEN 




































I /v\y 1 

f GREAT- ' 
'GRANDPA 
WAS A 
TRA\TOR. 


DESERVES 
AN EASIER 
LIFE, TO 
HAVE 

SOtWEONE 
TAKE CARE 
OF HER. 




















































V0U60T 
THEM INTO 
THIS-y OU 
HAVE TO 
SAVE THEM! 













HAYATO. 


REMEMBER 
THE LEGEND 
OF 

YURIWAKA? 7 


BUT 
HE WAS 
BETRAYED 
BY ONE OF 
HIS MEN... 


K- ...AND 
MAROONED 
S ON A 
DESERT ^ 
ISLAND. / 


lf\ DURING 
THE 

■MONGOLIAN 
INVASIONS OF 
THE I3TH 

rGENTURY, THERE' 
WAS A VERY ' 
/^'POWERFUL 
( GENERAL. I 


...AND 
BECAME 
ONE OF 
JAPAN'S 
GREAT 
SHOGUNS. 


P<- HE 

VANQUISHED 
W THE 
TRAITOR... 


^eventuallyA 
iAe^ound his 





































so - 

MANY, 

MANY 

PEOPLE. 


^ SO 
- MANY 
PEOPLE. 


...DIE 

SO 

young. 


...TOO 

YOUNG. 


/v\o/v\. 


SOMETHING'S 
WRONG WITH A 
WORLD LIKE 
THAT. 


SOMETHING'S 
WRONG... 
WITH A WORLD 
LIKE THAT. 
























DAZAIFU 




TINY T/VVVTAM TIME© 
Shinbashi 


One of Kagero's four sons. 
A newly hatched chick, 
but a real whi2- kid. 


VOvI chicks, reallvj A> look like this in pictures. 



Shinbashi is the name of a 
shade of blue. If was 
originally a place name, but 
it was one of the favorite 
colors for the geisha from 
Shinbashi to wear. 

WHO SAID "AKASAKA THAT'S 
WOULD BE CUTE"!? 4 0 

, SOMEONE REALLV NNV ' , 

DID SAV^THAr. _ 























































BEPPU 

HARBOR 



• ' j 


THE 

BATTLESHIP 

CRIMSON 





ALWAYS. 


ALWAYS. 


...I AM OVER¬ 
WHELMED BY 
THE RED KINO. 


HOW AM I 
SUPPOSED 
TO DEFEAT 
HIM? 


THEY 
SAY IT 
RUNS ON 
SAIL AND I 
STEAM. £ 


J HIS ’ 
BROTHERS 
AND 
FATHER 
DON'T 
, SEEM TO 
k LIKE IT. ! 


COURSE 

NOT. 

YOU THINK 
THEY WANT THE 
YOUNGEST 
TO BE BETTER 
THAN THEM? 


THE 
RED 
KING IS 
AMAZING. 
















...WHEN ^ 
I THINK | S 

HOT j 
SPRINGS. | 


YATO. 


THE ' 
WATER’S 
FLOWING 
OUT 
FROM 
EVERY¬ 
WHERE! 


WE'LL 

PROBABLY 

NEVER 

MEET 

AGAIN... 














/MARKV 
ION HIS 
BACK... 


THE 
MARK 
OF A 
SLAVE! 


JUST 

LIKE 

AGEHA. 





















DONT DO THIS IF YOU HAVE CAVITIES. 






I DON'T 
KNOW 
WHAT 
| POISON 
IT IS... 




ARE 
YOU A 
PHAR¬ 
MACIST: 


FORSYTH IA 
OR I 
JAPANESE I 
HONEY¬ 
SUCKLE 
WOULD 
HELP. 















A RAIN 
SHOWER- 
AT THIS 
TIME 
OF VEARr” 


AN OMEN, 
PERHAPS.. 
















MUSTN'T COME 
TO A MAN'S 
BEDCHAMBER 
ALONE 
SO LATE 
AT NIC5HT, 
EVEN IF 

WE'RE ENCASED. 


IN ' 
TROUBLE 
IF 

YOUR 

PARENTS 

FOUND 

OUT. 


WHAT. 
























COLO? 
I HAVE 
TO 

WARM 

HIS 

BODY. 


BUT FIRST.. 
WE HAVE 
TO MQJYE 
IN CASE 
ANYONE 








POPULAR 
IN KYOTO.., 


...TO 
GIVE 
SUCH A 
GIFT 
ASA 
SYMBOL 
OF 

COMMIT¬ 

MENT. 


YOU WERE 
BORN ON 
A SUNDAY, 
SO IT'S 
MADE 
OF RUBIES. 








SHURI. 


..BEFORE 
HE WAS 
BORN. 






















AND I 
WAS 
BETTER 
THAN 
HIM 
AT 

EVERY¬ 

THING. 




I WAS ALSO 
OF THE ROYAL 
FAMILY, THOUGH 
NOT IN A 
DIRECT LINE OF 
DESCENT... 


THEN... 

...OUT OF THE BLUE... 

...HE WOULD QUOTE GENERAL XIANG YU. 


J 




HE WAS 
GOODAT 
BLUFFING 
AND 
TALKING 
BIG. 


I'/V\ 

TAKING 
I OVER 
THIS 

{COUNTRY! 


I AM 
JAPAN 
ITSELF! 


I DON'T KNOW 
IF IT WAS 
TO SPITE HIM, 
OR TO TEST HIM. 


WHEN 

HE 

TURNED 

TWELVE.., 


.OR ONLY FOR A JOKE. 


...ASSIGNED 
HIM THE 
CENTRAL 
DESERT, 
WHICH 
WASN’T 
YET 
EVEN 

__ PROPERLY 
UNDER RULE. 


' ...SHURI 
DID 

NOTHING 

BUT 

AMUSE 

HIMSELF. 


T..KING 
UKON 
~ XV... 










AND 
AFTER 
3 YEARS... 










































I HAVE. 


TATARA 
WAS 
ALSO 
CURSED 
BY THE 
PROPHETS. 


HE 

HAS 

HIS OWN 
JUSTICE, 
l'/V\ SURE. 














FOREIGN 

COUNTRY... 






































RELATIONSHIPS 
HAVE ALWAYS 
STARTED 
WITH AN 
EXCHANGE 
OFLOVE 
LETTERS. 


BIRDS 

CAN 

HEAR 

IT. 


HE'LL 
FLY BACK 
TO YOU 
WITH 
A REPLY. 


WAITING 

FOR 


imai 

THAT'S\ 
WHY \ 
I'LL GIVE 
YOU 

THIS ] 

WHISTLE. 


N BESIDES, 

1 WON'T 

K BE 

A STAYING 

N IN ONE 

J PLACE. 






























































4hM<S FOB (U 

SUPPORT #® LETr£fc / 

I read all ° F 7^ 

' -j-hem, Birr 1 apology \ 

for being pokey with j 

replies. -4 





y -VAb(^ 


This is beside 
the point, 
but I don't 
I ve flown |ik e planes, 
many times, 
and 1 have a 
good time 

on board, 




It was a while ago, but 
since “ BASARA" was going 
to take place in Kyushu... 



TAKE 








IT’S 

SO 

COLD! 



It s annoying hou> O 

you have -to ri<k 

the shuttle back O 

and -forth, but 

it s still fun. f\ o 

z ( 

OTHERWISE, VOU /| . 

CANT GET OUT. 3 


There's a dome 
where you ride 
a shuttle to a 
space station, 
and you can 
play inside. 












X I'LL \ 

/ keep \ 

*"• * V* WORKING 

*" hard, so root 

A FOR “BASARA’y 
THAT'S ALL FOR NOW... 

5) XrrT^X 

dream \ 

TO MAKE A V 
/ BOARD GAME OUT *f, 
'/ OF “BASARA”, • 
1 WHICH PEOPLE HAVE/ 

\ CALLED THE MlTO / 

\ KOMON TRAVEL 
\ LOG. I WILL / 

\ ONE DAV. 7 



THANKS for vour 
HELP. MR. X! 




Recommendations 


Editor's comments 


If you enjoyed Basara, please try these 
other graphic novels: 

Chicago 

From Basara’s creator, Yumi Tamura, Chicago 
is an action-packed short series set in the 
near future. Capable Rei and her seasoned 
partner Uozumi are survivors. After being 
deployed to a half-finished manmade 
island to search for earthquake victims, 
their military rescue squad is bombed. 
Discovering the mysterious forces behind 
the bombing becomes their personal goal 
as they join a private rescue force that 
gathers secretly in a Shinjuku bar called 
“Chicago.” 

Banana Fish 

Currently running in the anthology 
Animerica Extra, Amiki Yoshida’s most 
famous series is filled with gritty action. 
When a man is gunned down in the 
gang-infested back alleys of 1980’s New 
York City, it begins a complicated series 
of events that cause gang leader Ash to go 
up against mafia don “Papa” Dino. The 
series sends Ash and his allies across the 
country and against political intrigues in 
search of the truth behind the mysterious 
and deadly substance “Banana Fish.” 

Vagabond 

One of the best action artists out there, 
Takehiko Inoue puts his skills to the test 
in this extraordinary series. Inspired by 
EijiYoshikawa’s classic samurai story 
Musashi, Vagabond is the tale of an unfo¬ 
cused soldier on the losing side of histo¬ 
ry. Takezo’s initial goal of survival esca¬ 
lates the violence around him, turning 
him into a homicidal wildman. Through 
the way of the sword, he must transform 
himself from brute to saint. 


T here are several items deserving 
some explanation in this issue. 

The first involves the names of 
the owl chicks. All of them are named 
after famous Japanese bridges. Okay, so 
what about the “waribashi” thing? 
Well, that’s just a bit ofTamura humor. 
Waribashi are disposable chopsticks, 
and after all those bridge names (the 
Japanese word for bridge is “bashi”) 
she couldn’t resist throwing in another 
word with the same sound. 

When Shido questions Mario, the 
mug he’s holding bears the scenario- 
appropriate kanji, or ideogram, “sei,” 
which means “honesty” and 
“truth”-another sample of wry Tamura 
humor. 

Some readers may wonder “what 
the heck was that?” concerning the bit 
about cherry trees when Rasho dies. 

It’s a famous waka (or tanka) poem 
from Tadanori, a No play about a 
famous warrior and poet buried under 
a cherry tree at his death. No is the 
traditional theater of nobility, as 
opposed to the more flamboyant 
Kabuki many readers may be familiar 
with. That Sarasa knows the poem is an 
indication of how well educated she is. 
That she thinks of this dignified death- 
oriented verse at Rasho’s passing 
expresses her regard and is meant to 
intensify the poignancy of the 
moment. 

And why did Senju drink tea 
when she and Shido married? It’s actu¬ 
ally sake (rice wine). “San san kudo” is 
a traditional part of Shinto wedding 
ceremonies involving the couple shar¬ 
ing sips of sake from special, shallow 
cups. This sharing symbolizes the 
bonds of husband and wife and is con¬ 
sidered the most moving part of the 
ceremony. 

Also worth mentioning is that 
there are four underwater tunnels con¬ 
necting Japan’s main island, Honshu, 
with its large southern island, Kyushu. 
There is a Kanmon auto tunnel, a 
Kanmon railway tunnel, a Kanmon 
Shinkansen (Bullet Train) tunnel and a 
Kanmon pedestrian tunnel! 



